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PRISM Updates to Moodle 2.3.1
PRISM is now integrated with Moodle 2.3.1. The PRISM
team keeps you up-to-date with the latest versions of
Moodle as they are available. Hosting of your Moodle
course is free on the PRISM site!
Here are a few new features we are excited about!
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This change is great for courses extending over several weeks or topics. On the course
Setup page Moodle 2.3 provides for a new course user option known as Show one
section per page. The default option is Show all sections on one page just like previous
versions of Moodle. With Show one section per page you do not have to scroll through
weeks and topics. The course will display summary information for each section and a
click on the section title will display all the resources and activities.

Force Save Before Leaving a Page

Many Moodle pages require you to click save before leaving. Now Moodle will remind
you if you have not yet clicked that all important button before leaving. Many teachers
and students will be grateful for this small but important change!

Drag and Drop Files

It is now quick and easy to add files to your Moodle course. You simply drag the file
from your desktop and place it in the Moodle course. Now that you won’t be spending a
lot of time adding files you can use more of Moodle’s interactive features in your course!
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Quick Rename Title

There is a new icon for resource editting! The pencil on the left allows you to change the title of the resource without
opening a new edit resource window.

New Add Activity or Resource Pop-up

Before Moodle 2.3 there were two drop down menus in edit mode to Add a resource or Add an activity. Now you will
see one simple link to Add an activity or resource. When you select an option the right side of the screen displays a
desciption of the actitivy or resource as well as the More help button.
Note if your computer does not have JavaScript enabled the edit mode will continue to display Add a resource or Add
an activity.
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American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics
AIAA Educator Associates have selected
some of the best STEM K-12 resources
available from a variety of organizations.
If you are trying to connect Science,
www.aiaa.org/Secondary.aspx?id=439 Technology, Engineering and Math(STEM)
standards of learning, badge requirements in an interesting and engaging
manner, these resources will fit your
needs. Studies show that the best way to
reinforce concepts in students’ minds is

by using hands-on, inquiry based projects
to demonstrate the concepts.
AIAA has compiled curriculum from a
variety of sources that are tried and true
by our Educator Associates. If you are
searching for an activity for use with students in any situation, these are recommendations for you.
Twitter - @aiaa_news

School Chemistry Laboratory Safety Guide

www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2007-107/

In 1984, the Council of
State Science Supervisors,
in association with the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety
Commission and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health,
published the safety guide
School Science Laboratories: A Guide to Some
Hazardous Substances to
help science teachers identify hazardous substances
that may be used in school

laboratories and provide
an inventory of these substances.
Because school science
curricula have changed
since then, the safety
guide has been updated
and revised to reflect
those changes. This guide
on safety in the chemistry
laboratory was also written to provide high school
chemistry teachers with
an easy-to-read reference

to create a safe learning
environment in the laboratory for their students.
The document attempts to
provide teachers, and ultimately their students, with
information so that they
can take the appropriate precautionary actions
in order to prevent or
minimize hazards, harmful
exposures, and injuries in
the laboratory.

Young Scientists Journal

www.butrousfoundation.com/ysjournal/node/1291

Young Scientists is a free online journal for scientists aged 12-20. The journal is edited and all the articles written by scientists aged 12-20. Research conducted by high
school students and reviewed by scientists.

Online PhD

onlinephd.org/

We at Online PhD are devoted to presenting potential, current and former PhD students with all of the information necessary to thrive. Everything we do is driven by
the desire to help people succeed in their endeavors. As strong believers in the value
of advanced education and higher learning, success in education is important to us.
We work hard to present our readers with as many perspectives and sources of high
quality information as possible. Understanding that true knowledge comes from critical thinking, we present discourse surrounding the PhD as a mosaic; though the pieces
are not entirely connected, together they create a whole.

Next Generation Science Standards
NSTA Press has published a Reader’s Guide to the Framework in PDF format. You can
download it free of charge from the NSTA Science Store.

www.nsta.org/about/standardsupdate/default.aspx

Science educators are encouraged to continue to become familiar with the NRC
Framework—the foundation for the NGSS—to prepare for implementation of
the standards when a final version is completed in 2013.
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Real World Math
This site has been redesigned and lessons
have been updated. You will need to request a password for answer keys but all
of the fantastic resources are still free!

realworldmath.org

Real World Math is a collection of free
math activities for Google Earth designed
for students and educators. Mathematics
is much more than a set of problems in a
textbook. In the virtual world of Google
Earth, concepts and challenges can be
presented in a meaningful way that portray the usefulness of the ideas.
Real World Math is for students
Students will find downloads for over 30
activities, videos, and instructional tutorials for Google Earth & SketchUp. The
goal is to take the math you learned in
class and develop it further with problem solving activities. You’ll find some
familiar concepts and learn some ideas.

Learn Zillion Updated!

learnzillion.com/

123 teachers from around
the country are working
this summer to create
2,000 Common Core lessons.
LearnZillion makes life
easier by putting high
quality instruction and
assessment items at your

Alleyoop

www.alleyoop.com/

All of the lessons are technology-based
and can be completed in the classroom
or at home. This is where you’ll find the
answer to, “When are we ever gonna
need this?!”
Real World Math is for teachers
Teachers have access to lesson write ups
and additional material to integrate these
activities effectively. The core of the site
is mathematics for grades 4 and up, but
many lessons lend themselves to interdisciplinary activities. This is a modern
approach to mathematics that is studentcentered and task-oriented; it embraces
active learning, constructivism, and
project-based activities, while remaining true to the standards. Higher level
thinking skills, such as analysis, synthesis,
and creativity are encouraged as well as
technology skills and social learning.

fingertips. Use LearnZillion
to get practical teaching
resources, to create playlists for your class, to track
homework effortlessly,
and to give your students
the right lesson at the
right time.
Watch great lessons on

the topics youʼre about
to teach. Check out the
“directorʼs commentary”
edition to hear the rationale behind a lesson. Then
download the accompanying lesson plan and slides
to use with your own class.
Twitter - @LearnZillion

Teens who master math are more likely to be successful in high school (and success
in high school leads to success in college). We conducted dozens of parent and teen
interviews and one theme was persistent – teens need help with math. Alleyoop offers
teens the ability to practice their subject of choice at their own pace, whether they
are struggling or just want to get ahead. An astonishing five out of six middle and high
school students will not succeed in college. The cost in terms of lost potential (and
tuition) is huge. College readiness is our mission, and it is our belief that it starts with
mastering math. We are here to help teens succeed in school now and college later
with our personalized learning plans, step-by-step math videos and one-on-one tutoring. We recommend just the help teens need, exactly when they need it. Alleyoop is
structured as a game, with missions (a learning plan) built around achievements and
Yoop rewards. We are teen tested, partnering with teens to build an environment that
reflects how they like to learn. It’s empowering, it’s relevant and it’s a game.
Alleyoop is brought to you by the world leader in education, Pearson - the company
that helps educate more than 100 million people worldwide.
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Gooru Learning

goorulearning.org

Gooru is a search engine for learning
that allows you to explore and study over
2,600 standards-aligned and personalized study guides. Study guides cover
5th-12th grade math and science topics,
and resources include digital textbooks,
animations, instructor videos and more.
All resources are vetted and organized by
teachers or Gooru’s content experts, so
you don’t have to sort through the mess
of subpar educational resources available
online yourself.
Gooru also makes it easy for you to connect with your worldwide peers to make

learning a social experience. Post questions to an active community of students,
teachers and experts, or find friends and
peers to study with.
Best of all, Gooru adapts to you. Based
on the topics you study and your performance on self-assessments, Gooru
suggests resources and study guides that
will help you master the concepts. You
can track your study habits and monitor
your performance on any of the topics
you study.
Twitter - @gooru

MIT K12 Videos
k12videos.mit.edu/

In December, 2011, Ian
Waitz, MIT’s Dean of
Engineering, launched the
MIT-K12 project, driven
by a series of questions:
How can we change the
perception of the role of
engineers and scientists in
the world? What can MIT
do, right now, to improve
STEM education at the K12

level? What if MIT became a publicly accessible
“experiential partner” to
the country’s K12 educators? What if MIT students
generated short-form
videos to complement
the work those educators
are already doing in their
classrooms and homes?
If you want to watch these

videos in your classroom,
but your school blocks
YouTube, you can watch
our videos on TechTV
instead.
More videos are being
added this fall - bookmark
this site!
Twitter - @MITK12Videos

ePals Global Community

epals.com

ePals is the world’s largest network of K-12 classrooms, enabling students and teachers to safely connect and collaborate with classrooms in more than 200 countries and
territories. Educators can join ePals at no cost to find collaborative projects, join discussions in community forums, and search thousands of classroom profiles to engage
with others in authentic exchanges - all within a safe, protected online environment.
Safe, Social Learning: ePals provides a SchoolSafe® environment that meets the unique
safety and privacy needs of teachers and schools while enabling blended projects/virtual classrooms to extend the school day and meet digital natives where they live out
of school.
Twitter - @ePals

Tagxedo

www.tagxedo.com/

Tagxedo turns words -- famous speeches, news articles, slogans and themes, even
your love letters -- into a visually stunning word cloud, words individually sized appropriately to highlight the frequencies of occurrence within the body of text.
With Tagxedo, you can: make word clouds in real-time, ucstomize font, theme, color,
orientation, and shape, fine-tune with lots of options, save as images for printing
and sharing, view your word clouds as thumbnails, and pick the one you want for
further tweaking or saving, choose from many standard fonts, use custom fonts (e.g.
downloaded from Font Squirrel, DaFont, FontSpace, or your own hand-drawn fonts),
constrain the word cloud to selected shapes (heart, star, animals, etc), use images as
custom shapes (e.g. a portrait, an animal silhouette).
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Weather Wiz Kids

www.weatherwizkids.com/

Welcome to Weather Wiz Kids®. I’m meteorologist Crystal Wicker. I designed this
website especially for kids to allow them
to learn more about the fascinating world
of weather. It’s also a wonderful educational website for teachers and parents
to give them the right tools to explain the
different types of weather to children.

Bring Science Home
www.scientificamerican.com/section.
cfm?id=bring-science-home

At Scientific American, we
appreciate the value of a
good experiment. So in
May, we launched Bring
Science Home as a series
of free science activities
for parents to do together
with their six- to 12-year-

Learn about weather, play games, even
learn a few weather jokes from Crystal
Wicker. Crystal is a meteorologist for in
Indianapolis. She developed this website
to share her love of meteorology with
students.

old kids. We made sure
the activities would be fun
and easy to do, so families
could complete them in
an hour or less and usually
with items or ingredients
they already had around
the house. We waited

nervously for the results—
and were delighted by the
warm response. The series
was so popular, we decided to make it a regular
feature on the Web site on
Thursdays.

Teachers Lists
www.teacherlists.com/

TeacherLists.com is revolutionizing – yes, seriously, revolutionizing – the old-fashioned
school supply lists and teacher wish lists that have been circulating around schools
for decades. Whether it’s parents frantically searching for the right supplies (or the
tattered list) on the night before school begins or teachers wishing and hoping (and
praying!) for the extra supplies they need for a thriving and effective classroom, TeacherLists.com is here to help.
It’s simple really – one site where all parents and all teachers can connect around all
lists. That’s it.
No more teachers scrambling to create their lists or get them to parents – that’s
way easier with TeacherLists.com. No more parents jumping from one district site to
another trying to find the right list for each of their three children. It’s all here. It’s all
easier.
And – oh, yeah – we’ve got rewards for schools and free samples for teachers and
discounts for parents to make it all even better.
TeacherLists.com is the latest parent-to-teacher and parent-to-school connection from
the folks at School Family Media, the company behind PTO Today (the magazine and
site for school PTO and PTA leaders), SchoolFamily.com (insight for school families),
the School Family Nights® program and more.
Launched with amazing support from our founding partner (and National Presenting
Partner), Bounty, the site now has support from a host of leading brands including
Elmer’s, Puffs, Avery-Dennison and Mr. Clean. Each of our partners is committed to
helping teachers and parents and schools serve children well.
If you have questions about TeacherLists.com or would like to learn more about the
service and partnership opportunities, please email us at tlsupport@teacherlists.com .
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Professional Opportunities

Connected Educator Month
Announcing Connected Educator Month: August 2012! A month long celebration of community, with educators at all
levels, from all disciplines, moving towards a fully connected and collaborative profession. It takes only seconds to sign
up to participate in Connected Educator Month, and we’ll send you updates about all the month’s events and activities
as they’re announced and happen!
connectededucators.org/ Follow on Twitter - #ce12 and @edcocp
North Spencer County School Corporation August 13-14
Dream, design and create resources for your classroom this summer in “Technology Boot Camp.” This two-day workshop will be held August 13-14, 2012, at Heritage Hills High School. It will focus on the Common Core State Standards
(CCSS) and the essential underpinnings of technology for students to demonstrate what they know and can do in all
subject areas. A variety of teaching methods will include direct instruction with immediate application, and participants will create artifacts to demonstrate how they will apply these skills in the classroom. There will be work in flexible
groups, as well as work with online communities of practice, and each student will create a personal learning network.
The content of the course is differentiated and is research-based. During the course, we will cover new and emerging
technology trends, web 2.0 tools, and the creation of multimedia to meet the needs of all learners. This conference’s
instructor has been leading technology camps for twelve years. The goal is to change instructional practice, and that
takes focused ongoing professional development.
www.doe.in.gov/achievement/technologies/regional-elearning-conferences
Garrett-Keyser-Butler Community School District August 13-15
Garrett-Keyser-Butler Community School District will be hosting a professional development conference for any Indiana
K-12 educator. The purpose of this conference is to help educators find the appropriate 21st century web-based tool set
to use in their 21st century classroom. Specialized tracks will be offered at this conference including a focus on the iPad
and what to do with it in a special education classroom. The conference will be held August 13-15 at Garrett Middle
School in Garrett, Indiana. Participants must have at least one mobile device (e.g. laptop, iPad, tablet, etc.).
www.doe.in.gov/achievement/technologies/regional-elearning-conferences

What PRISM Can Do For You!
• Easily find the perfect
teaching and learning
resources from our library
of over 3,800.

• Store your classroom
materials online so that
they are available to you
from any computer.

• Save a list of your favorite
resources for quick
retrieval.

• Reach your students more
effectively by using web
media for the digital age.

• Create and share lesson
plans that teach your
subjects utilizing your
favorite resources.

• Earn PGPs by completing
PRISM led online Moodle
course – either Beginning
Moodle or Intermediate
Moodle courses are
• Develop online classrooms
available to you at no cost
with interactive
several times throughout
assignments, lessons,
the year.
quizzes and more!

www.rose-prism.org

• Select from free learning
resources that emphasize
visualization, rich context,
staged-problem solving,
and electronically
enabled collaboration /
communication.
• Augment your own
dynamic presence in the
classroom with teaching
tools that mirror the skills
needed for success in
higher education and the
21st Century workplace.

Through our strong support
from the Lilly Endowment
and others, we are constantly growing and improving.
Check our site regularly to
see what new resources you
can use in your classroom.
www.rose-prism.org

PRISM is a free website that provides collections of online resources for Indiana educators in the
fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). The primary collection of
digital teaching materials is indexed according to the Common Core State Standards and the Indiana
Academic Standards.

