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Please Complete Our Survey

It is that time of year again when we need to collect data and information from you,
our users! There is a survey link on the left hand side of the PRISM website that will
Special Interest Articles
take you to the survey. It is 49 questions and will take approximately 20 minutes. You
must log-in to take the survey. If you’ve forgotten your password you may reset it using the ‘Lost password?’ link.
Please Complete Our Survey
RHIT Workshop for AP Physics Upon completion of this survey you will be entered in a drawing to win a 16 GB iPad
(Black, 3rd Generation).
Teachers
Your name or personal information will not be disclosed.  This survey is only open to
Operation Catapult
current PRISM members. We will use the data in our report to the Lilly Endowment
only in aggregate forms. If you have questions, please contact me at smithrn@rosehulman.edu. The closing date for this survey is April 30, 2012. The PRISM Team thanks
you for your time. We look forward to hearing from you!       www.rose-prism.org
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RHIT Workshop for AP Physics Teachers
Teach High-School Physics Using HandsOn Electrical Experiments - A Classroom
Enhancement Opportunity for HighSchool AP Physics Teachers June 4-5,
2012 at Rose-Hulman.

Attendees will be introduced to new lowcost equipment that enables students to
get hands-on experience with concepts in
electricity. This equipment has been used
in the Vigo County schools for the past
year with positive results and the Vigo
County teachers will share their experi-

ences during the workshop. Each attendee will be provided with approximately
15 stations of equipment to take back to
their school and use during the academic
year. Seats are limited, so interested parties should see the corresponding PDF
announcement and contact Dr. Mario
Simoni at Rose-Hulman: simoni@rosehulman.edu or call 812-877-8341.
www.rose-prism.org/files/announcement2012.pdf

Operation Catapult

This chance “to go off to college” as a high school junior may be just what you’re
looking for. It even goes beyond the classroom, giving you a peek into the realms of
engineering and applied science through project work - projects you develop yourself,
along with your team. The project work in Catapult is done in groups of two to four
students because projects in the “real world” are seldom handled “solo” - and experience in team work is something employers value. This starts you ahead of the curve
- a benefit we always aim to offer our students at Rose-Hulman.
To be eligible you must be a student who will enter your senior year of high school in
the fall of 2012. In addition, you must have completed three years of math and one
year of chemistry or physics. Admissions is selective. We admit students to Catapult
that have been successful in high school and will be successful at Catapult.
Teachers, please share information about this great opportunity with your students!
www.rose-hulman.edu/admissions-financial-aid/early-planning/operation-catapult.aspx

PRISM News

Page 2

Mathwire
Mathwire.com is designed to provide
activities and appropriate worksheets for
teachers to use in their classrooms.   All
activities and worksheets support the
constructivist approach to learning mathematics and the NCTM Standards.
mathwire.com

Activities:   The activities on this site were
developed by Terry Kawas and the teachers in districts where she has worked
as a math consultant and coach or with

students she has taught in college mathmethods courses.   The activities are
classroom-tested by teachers and appropriate modifications have been made to
reflect this field-testing.   These activities
are posted online in an effort to share
quality activities and routines within the
mathematics community.

What we learn with pleasure, we
never forget!

Lure of the Labyrinth

labyrinth.thinkport.org/www/index.
php

Lure of the Labyrinth is a
digital game for middleschool pre-algebra students. It includes a wealth
of intriguing math-based
puzzles wrapped into an
exciting narrative game
in which students work
to find their lost pet and save the world from
monsters! Linked to both
national and state mathematics standards, the
game gives students a

chance to actually think
like mathematicians.
Lure of the Labyrinth is
a product of the Learning Games to Go (LG2G)
project, funded by a Star
Schools grant from the
U.S. Department of Education, spearheaded by
Maryland Public Television
(MPT).
LG2G concentrates on creating essential resources

for pre-algebra students
and the teachers and families working with them, as
well as aggregating other
manipulatives, web sites,
and teacher tools that can
help students think like
mathematicians.
Great videos from math
teachers who have used
this game in their clasroom to help you get
started!

108 Stitches - The Physics (and math) of Baseball

westernreservepublicmedia.org/
baseball/intro108.htm

The Physics in Baseball is a science-based curriculum focusing on students in grades
6 through 10. The series uses the game of baseball to demonstrate basic principles of
physics as set forth by the National Science Education Standards and the Ohio Science
Academic Content Standards.
108 Stitches: The Physics in Baseball is centered on four videos: The Pitch, The Hit,
Running the Bases and The Flight. The series is designed to enrich the classroom with
powerful learning modules that are relevant and engaging to students. The hands-on,
minds-on activities will revolve around topic areas that have been selected because of
their relevance to the demonstration of physics and the sport of baseball.
In addition to the videos and Web site, 108 Stitches: The Physics in Baseball also has a
teacher-developed teachers guide available in a downloadable format.
It is the goal of 108 Stitches: The Physics in Baseball to enhance classroom learning
conditions by: Using diverse instructional strategies and settings that offer students
many ways to think about and construct their knowledge. Analyzing information that
students have gathered and presenting it in a new form. Providing multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in connecting science and
mathematics to real-world applications as well as their own lives.
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The Weather Channel

www.theweatherchannelkids.com/
weathered/teacher-resources/

If you’re an educator, you can benefit from
the wealth of resources on The Weather
Channel Kids. With the help of standardsbased lesson plans accessible in this section, your students’ exploration of weather
and climate takes on added significance
because you’re able to address many of
your instructional objectives. You’ll see
quickly that the educator resources are by
teachers for teachers, generally organized
around four themes:  
Sun Safety, Forecast Earth, The Weather
Classroom and Weather Ready Plan for It.
A cornerstone of The Weather Channel’s
commitment to public service, SunSafety
educates people on two issues that potentially affect everyone: Ultraviolet (UV)
overexposure and skin cancer. With information, tips, and resources for UV safety,
WeatherREADY Sun Safety enables your
students to map out a personal strategy
for staying healthy while still enjoying the
great outdoors. The paths toward that
greater understanding also follow curriculum standards that are likely to be important to you.
Forecast Earth focuses on the causes

and effects of the powerful climate and
environmental forces that are changing
our planet. The following lesson plans
were developed to support this special
programming and meet national teaching
standards, particularly those that apply to
environmental and earth science.
Ever wondered how tornadoes form or
how the Hurricane Hunters fly into the
eye of the storm? Do you think kids have
pondered these questions, too?! Well,
The Weather Classroom helps you guide
your students on their quests for these
answers. Following their lines of inquiry
and their curiosity usually leads to more
questions!
Severe weather affects every part of the
world all year long, and the goal of our
program is to teach people how to prepare
for severe weather such as hurricanes,
tornadoes, floods, lightning, extreme heat,
and severe winter weather. The Weather
Channel staff of expert meteorologists
and educators have worked together to
develop this collection of weather safety
and preparedness materials.

Introduction to Heredity
Five easy-to-implement clasroom activities teach the basics of heritable traits. Three
take-home activities help students share what they’re learning with their families.

teach.genetics.utah.edu/content/
heredity/

Learning Objectives
• Traits are observable characteristics that are passed from parent to child.
• An individual will have many traits in common with others and more so with siblings and parents.
• An individual’s overall combination of traits makes them unique.
• Some traits are more common in a population than others.
• An equal number of traits are passed from each parent.
• DNA is a set of instructions that specifies the traits of an organism.
• Variations in DNA lead to the inheritance of different traits.
The Genetic Science Learning Center is a science and health education program
located in the midst of the bioscience research being carried out at the University of
Utah. Our mission is making science easy for everyone to understand.
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instaGrok
Who is instaGrok?

•

We believe that learning should be fun!
So we are dedicated to building innovative technology to enable engaging, safe
and personalized learning.
instraGrok
instagrok.com/

•

finds age-appropriate educational
content on any topic presented with
interactive multimedia interfaces

•

generates quiz questions based on
student’s research activity and skill
level
supports creation of research journals and concept maps for learning
assessment

instaGrok is freely available. You will
find an introductory video and live
help.

TED Launches TED-Ed
education.ted.com/

TED-Ed’s mission is to
capture and amplify the
voices of great educators
around the world. We do
this by pairing extraordinary educators with
talented animators to
produce a new library of
curiosity-igniting videos. A
new site, which will launch
in early April 2012, will
feature these new TED-Ed
Originals as well as some
powerful new learning

tools.
For those who can’t wait
that long, we’re pleased
to announce the official
launch of TED-Ed’s YouTube channel featuring all
of our new videos. Also,
we are happy to extend
an open invitation for the
nomination of educators
and animators and the
suggestion of lesson ideas.
The new channel features

videos, under 10 minutes
long, suitable for classroom use.
The Featured Playlists categories include: Awesome
Nature, How Things Work,
Playing with Language,
Questions No One (Yet)
Knows the Answers To and
Inventions that Shaped
History.
Twitter - @TED_ED

Purpose Games
Register and Create a Game In 5 Minutes!
Whether you are studying for your SAT’s, a Math or Geography quiz, or just want to
create a cool game to stun your friends, PurposeGames is your site!
It’s simple, it’s comprehensive, and it’s FREE!
Why create a game?

www.purposegames.com/

To have fun
To learn something new
To study for a test
To challenge your friends and family
To show all of us how much you rock with your trivia knowledge
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Mathtrain TV

mathtrain.tv/index.php

Mathtrain.TV is a free educational “kids
teaching kids” project from Mr. Marcos
& his students at Lincoln Middle School
in Santa Monica, CA.  Mathtrain.TV was
created by middle school mathematics
teacher, Eric Marcos.  It is part of the
Mathtrain.com Project and was created to host our student-created math
video lessons all in one place.  It is Web
2.0 friendly with its ability for users to
generate “ratings” and “comments”.  Our
middle school students use a tablet pc
and screen-capturing software, Camtasia
Studio, to create the math tutorials
The videos are offered free, “as is” (under
a Creative Commons agreement) and
we take no responsibility for any inaccuracies or errors which may exist in the

content or site. All videos are reviewed
(and sometimes further edited) by a
credentialed math teacher. In an effort
to make our videos available to many
different learners, we are in the process
of closed captioning (CC) our videos. At
the moment, there may be two versions
of the same video lesson on this site;
one with and one without captioning. On
other videos, we may “burn” the captions
right onto the video itself. As technology
progresses, we hope to offer our viewers not only the ability to toggle on and
off between closed captioning but also
alternative language subtitles.  For more
information about how to caption your
own videos, go here:  www.dcmp.org/ciy.
Twitter - @mathtrain

Magic School Bus Classroom Activities

www.scholastic.com/magicschoolbus/
parentteacher/activities/index.htm

Scholastic and The Magic
School Bus have put
together some exciting
ideas to supplement your
current curriculum. The
activities provided build on
children’s interest in
The Magic School Bus and
offer lots of opportunities

to engage them in handson learning. Each activity
relates to one of Scholastic’s The Magic School Bus
television episodes; however, the episodes are not
required to complete the
activities in this section.
Remember what Ms.

Frizzle says, “Get out there
and explore!”
Be sure to explore the
Themes link on this site.  
You will find links to resources that support each
of the themes explored by
the Magic School Bus.

Brain Food Puzzles
rinkworks.com/brainfood/

Give your mind a work out on our devious collection of puzzles. There are hundreds,
ranging from word games to logic problems to riddles. Some are tricky. Some require
innovation. All require thinking power. Good luck.  

Math Fact Cafe

Free math worksheets for elementary school and home use.
This includes generators for math drills, flashcards, time, money, and more!

mathfactcafe.com/

Founded in 2000, Math Fact Cafe provides parents and teachers the best generators
for free math worksheets. This includes math worksheets, flashcards, time, and money
problems. The focus of our site is on the elementary grades, K-5. Our site allows visitors to access hundreds of pre-generated math worksheets or use awesome worksheet generators to create custom worksheets to meet a child’s specific needs.
Twitter - @MathFactCafe
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Professional Opportunities
May 5, 2012 - Healthy Water-Healthy People
This day-long workshop provides educators with the tools to include water issues into their curriculum. Activities will be
tested and shared that can be used in the classroom. Participants will receive excellent resources, and lunch is provided.
Fee: $35. Workshop runs from 9 a.m.- 5p.m. at the Dunes Learning Center. Register by April 27. Worth one graduate credit
hour if you bring students to the park on a field trip. www.nps.gov/indu/forteachers/professionaldevelopment.htm

EVSC eREVOLUTION REGIONAL eLEARNING CONFERENCE
July 11 and 12 - Open to ALL EVSC Teachers and other school districts. Seating is limited and tickets will go fast!
www.evscicats.com/erevolution/index.html
The Falls of the Ohio State Park
We focus on fossils, geology and multi-disciplinary lessons. PGP credit is available for Indiana teachers through
the Wilson Education Center. Pre-registration is required for all park-sponsored workshops by contacting park@
fallsoftheohio.org or calling Alan at (812) 280-9970 x403. fallsoftheohio.org/professional_development.html
Alice Institute (June 18-22, June 24-29)
Carnegie Mellon will host the Alice Institute for interested high school and college instructors.
Working with nationally recognized experts in Alice, a tool developed at Carnegie Mellon, teachers in these
workshops will develop an understanding of Alice and teaching methods suitable for presenting Alice in their
own unique environment.  www.alice.org/index.php?page=alice_institute

What PRISM Can Do For You!
• Easily find the perfect
teaching and learning
resources from our library
of over 3,500.
• Save a list of your favorite
resources for quick
retrieval.
• Create and share lesson
plans that teach your
subjects utilizing your
favorite resources.

teachers inside chats and
forums.
• Store your classroom
materials online so that
they are available to you
from any computer.
• Reach your students more
effectively by using web
media for the digital age.

• Earn CRUs by completing
PRISM led online Moodle
• Develop online classrooms
course – either Beginning
with interactive
Moodle or Intermediate
assignments, lessons,
Moodle courses are
quizzes and more!
available to you at no cost
several times throughout
• Join discussions with
the year.
students, parents, or other

www.rose-prism.org

• Select from free learning
resources that emphasize
visualization, rich context,
staged-problem solving,
and electronically
enabled collaboration /
communication.
• Augment your own
dynamic presence in the
classroom with teaching
tools that mirror the skills
needed for success in
higher education and the
21st Century workplace.

Through our strong support
from the Lilly Endowment
and others, we are constantly growing and improving.
Check our site regularly to
see what new resources you
can use in your classroom.
www.rose-prism.org

PRISM is a free website that provides collections of online resources
for Indiana educators in the fields of science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM). The primary collection of digital teaching
materials is indexed according to the Indiana Academic Standards for
6th, 7th, and 8th grade and secondary education courses.

